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St. Matthew iv. Ver. 17. 


om that Time Jeſus began to preach, 
and to ſay, Repent, for the King- 


dom of Heaven is at hand. 


= HE Deſign of this Meeting being 
co promote the Propagation of the 
Goſpel in Foreign Parts ; and the 
Succeſs of this Work depending 
on ſuch Methods as Humane 
dence can ſuggeſt, now left deſtitute of 
dlſe miraculous Aſſiſtances, which the 
urch of Chriſt in her Infancy enjoyed; 
ie Occaſion will naturally ſuggeſt to your 
loughts, the Conſideration of the Encou- 
gements and Difficulties which attend this 
Wdertaking ; and of the Methods proper to 
un this End, ſo much to be deſired by eve- 
A. 2 ry 
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ry good and pious Chriſtian : But yet, (inci 
I ſucced much abler Men, who have gon 
before me in the Performance of this Du 
and have with great Judgment conſider: 
thefe neceſſary Points; ſince alſo I ſtand; 
preſent before ſo many much abler, wh 
Thoughts have long dwelt upon this impor 
tant Subject; I beg leave to decline the ui 
' equal Task, and to ſpend the Time alot: 
me, in eonſidering upon what Foot the Gl 
pel firſt ſer out in the World, when it u 
publiſhed by our bleſſed Saviour and his Ap 
ſtles; and what it had to recommend iti 
the Reaſon of Mankind, abſtracted from tho 
Signs and Wonders, which were wrought þ 
the Hand of God for its Confirmation. | 

The Holy Evangeliſt tells us, that the fi} 
Doctrine which our Bleſſed Lord taught, u. 
that of Repentance ; From that 'Time Jeſus 
gan to preach, and to ſay, Repent : that he taug 
it as neceſſary to qualify Men for the Kin 
dom of Heaven; Repent, for the Ming dom 
Heaven is at land. What is to be underſto 
by the Mug dom of Heaven's being at Hu 
may be Icarnt from the parallel Place in 
Mark, Chap. 1. Ver. 14, 15. Now after th 
John was put in Priſon, Jeſus came into Gali 
preaching the Goſpel of the Kingdom of God, 
ſaying, the Time is fulfilled, and the Kjngdomi 
God is at Hand: Repent ye, and believe the Gi 
pel. Now whatever we underftand by! 
Kin dem of Heaven, tis plain that the * 
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= why it was ſaid to be at Hand, was be- 
ee the Time was fulfilled, for the publiſh- 
che Goſpel to all the World; and that 
Exhortation in St. Matthew, Repent, for the 
dom of Heaven is at Hand; is the fame 
ch that recorded in St. Mark, Repent ye, ans 
eve the Goſpel, From whence ttis evident, 
tt Repentance was inculcated, as neceſſary 
prepare us for receiving the Goſpel of 
ririſt Jeſus. 

he ſame appears likewife from the preach- 
1 of John the Baptiſt, who taught the 
e Doctrine, and in the ſame Words with 
r Bleſſed Saviour: he was that Voice crying 
the Wilderneſs, Prepare ye the Way of the Lord, 
ke his Paths ſtraight : As it was his proper 
ice to prepare the World for the Recepti— 
of the great Prophet, who was to come af. 
him, we may certainly conclude from his 
caching, what was the neceſſary Prepara- 
n required; and as his Doctrine was con- 
ed to the ſingle Point of Repentance, this 
s undoubtedly the neceſſary Qualification 
all who were to receive the Goſpel of the 
ngdom of God. 

As our Saviour, and his Forerunner the 
ptiſt, taught Repentance as the firſt neceſ- 
y Step to the Goſpel; fo allo did the 
zoſtles. When the Twelve were ſent out 
our Bleſſed Lord in the vi. of St. Mart, the 
angeliſt tells us in the 12. Verſe, that they 
t out and preached, that Men ſhowld repent : 
dr. 
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St. Peter, in his firſt Sermon recorded in the i. 
of the Acts, exhorts his Countrymen to repext, 
and be baptized, for the Remiſſion of Sins, Verſe 
38: And in the xxth of the Acts, St. Paul tell; 
us how he had ſpent his Time, teſtiſying both 
the Jews, and alſo to the Greeks, Repent ance to 
wards God, and Faith toward our Lord Jeſus Chriſ, 
Verſe 21/t : which were the very 'Topicks in. 
filted, on by our Lord, when he called upon 
Men to repent, and to believe the Goſpel iþ 
The ſame Account he gives of his Preaching 
to King Agrippa, Acts xxvi. 20. Namely, tha 
he had ſhewed both to Jew and Gentile, h 
they ſhould Repent, and turn to God, and do Hor 
meet for Repentance. In the xith of the Aa 
tis, {aid, that the Apoſtles and Brethren if 
Tudea, heard;that the Gentiles alſo had receivil 
the nord of Gad. St. Peter was called upon i 
render an Account of his Conduct, in con 
municating the Privileges of the Goſpel u 
the Gentiles; when he had vindicated him 
ſelf to their Satisfaction, they thus exprel 
themſelves, then hath God alſo to the Geatilii 
granted Repentance unto Life: Now it is evi 
dent, that what God granted to the Gentile 
was the ſame. that the Gentiles received; an 
therefore Repentance unto Life was the Wai 
of God, publiſhed to the World by our Lot 
and, his Apoltles : and for this Reaſon, tl 
Writer to the Hebrews reckons Repentand 
from dead Works, and Faith towards Got 
to be the firlt Principles, or main Foundatio 
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e Doctrine of Chriſt; Heb. vi. 1. 
ere I proceed to lay before you the 
W ſequences, which ariſe from this State 0! 
W Caſe, I beg leave to make an Obſorvu- 
or two, in Order to clear the Way tor 
at is to follow: You: may obſerve then, 
t Repentance was the very firſt lung in- 
d on, wherever the Goſpel was publiſh. 
beſore any new Law or Doctrine was 
mulged, or ſo much as mentioned. The 
of of this I need not attempt, ſince the 
ages already produced do plainly contain it; 
indeed the Nature of the thing ſpeaks it; 
the Repentance taught, could not reſpect 
new Law to be delivered to the World, 
Winſt which no Offence having been com- 
ted, no Repentance could be required. 

al, That the Goſpel was uſhered in by 
Doctrine of Repentance, not only when 
as delivered to the Jew, but alſo when it 
$ proclaimed to the Gentile World: The 
lived under a Divine Law, delivered 
Moſes, and were guilty of many Offences 
mitted againſt that Law, to which they 
ed Obedience; But the Gentiles were not 
acer that Law, nor had they been ever 
ed to the Obedience of it; and therefore 
og Repentance which was taught, as the In- 
duction of the Goſpel, did not regard a- 
particular Inſtitution, but that general 
0088 of Nature, to which every Man owed 
toßzedience, in Virtue of the Reaſon and Un- 
"ES der- 
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— 1 with which God had endow! 

im. : : . 9 5 { 4 
zaly, That true Repentance requires 
Change of Mind, and leads to a Reform 
tion of Manners, and a due Obedience for t 
future to that Law of Righteouſneſs, again 
which the Offence was committed: for whe 
the Obligation of Obedience to any Law cl 
ſes, there can be no Call to Repentance (ll 
Diſobedience : This Doctrine is ſo plain 
Scripture, and fo uniformly taught by all ll 
Miniſters of our Church, that I would » 
lingly ſuppoſe no one ignorant of it. I 
- Baptiſt ſufficiently explain'd himſelf, exho 
ing ſuch as came to his Baptiſm, to br 
forth Fruits meet for Repentance : to vl 
general Inſtruction his particular Admon 
ons always correſpond. To the hard-heart 
and uncharitable Jews he ſaid, He that 
two Cogs, let him impart to him that hath rot 
and he that hath Meat, let him do likewije : | 
the Publicans, whoſe Crime was Exton 
on, he ſaid, Exact no more than that whit 
appointed you: To the Soldiers, who wt 
noted of Rapine, falſe Information, and! 
like Vices, he ſaid, Do Violence to no Mas, 1 
ther accuſe any falſely, and be content with y 
Wages. In like manner, our Bleſſed Savic 
when he diſmiſs'd the Woman taken in Ac 
tery, he let her depart with this Adv! 
Go, and ſin no more: fo did he inſtruct al 
the Man whom he had ſet free from mY ] 
mlt 
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cv, which was the Puniſhment of his 
quity ; Behold thou art made whole, ſin no 
e, "leſt a worſe Thing come anto thee : teach- 
neither the one nor the other any new 
daArine with reſpect to their particular 
ſes, but referring both back to that Law 
ich they had tranſgreſſed, as the proper 
Weaſure of their future Obedience. 
i ſhall now proceed to lay before you ſuch 
Wn ſequences as ſeem to me to be the natu- 
9 Reſult of this Method made uſe of by our 
eſſed Lord and his Apoſtles, in publiſhing 
e Goſpel to Mankind: 

And the firſt is this: That the Religion 
the Goſpel is the true original Religion of 
a ſon and Nature. 
This appears, by conſidering the Nature of 
at Repentance, which our Lord, and 
oſe who came after him in the Miniſtry 
the Goſpel, preached to the World: Re- 
ntance ſuppoſes a Tranſgreſſion, and 
ranſgreſſion ſuppoſes a Law ; for as rhe 
poltle argues, where there is no Law, there ts 
Tranſgreſſion: and ſince Repentance con- 
ts in a Change of Mind, in reQifying 
hat was before amiſs, and in fulfilling that 
bedience which was before wanting ; ?Tis 
ident, that to repent of the Violation of a- 
Law, is to return to the Obedience of 
and he that exhorts and calls you to Re- 
ntance, calls you back to the Obediense 
that Law, againſt which you had offend- 
ed. 


- 


- 


10 A Sermon pre ach d before the Society for the Wl 
ed. The Queſtion then is, againſt what Law 
thoſe Offences were committed, the Repent. Wl 
ance for which was ſo neceſſary, that with. 
out it there was no Admittance into the Fel. 
lowſhip of the Goſpel. of Chriſt ? The 
Laws of the Goſpel, conſidered as ſuch, 
are evidently excluded upon the preſent 
View; for Repentance being the firſt thing 
every where taught, and antecedently to the 
Publication of any of the Rules and Precept 
of the Goſpel, the Law not yet publiſhed 
could not be the Rule of that Repentance | 
which related to Sins already committed. 
At the Time of the Publication of the Goſpel 
there were many Forms and- Inſtitutions off 
Religion ſubſiſting in the World; but a 
theſe were very different from one another 
inſomuch that if ſome were true, others were 
certainly falſe ; ſo they could not be the 
Ground of that Repentance, which being 
generally taught to all the World, to the Gez1!:Þ 
as well as the Jew, mult reſpect ſome gene. 
ral Law, which related alike to all, and the 
Obligations to which were in ſome Degree 
univerſally felt and acknowledged : and this 
can be no other than that which the Apoltle 
to the Romans has deſcribed in the ii. Chap, 
14 and 15 Ver. when the Gentiles, which have 
not the Law, do by Nature the Things contain 
ia the Law, theſe having not the Lam, are a Lv 
unto themſelves : whichſhew the Work of the Lav 
written in their Hearts, their Conſcience ai 
bearing Witneſs, and their thoughts the mean hit 
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g or elſe excuſing one another. However 
light of Reaſon and Nature was darkned 
obſcured by the Ignorance and Superſti- 
of the World, yet ſome Remains of it 
e in all Places to be found ; and the ge- 
Principles of Religion were fo rivitted 
humane Nature, that ihe. could not but 
t at any Thing that directly contradict- 
chem: Thus, for Inſtance, in the great 
nch of natural Religion, which relates to 
Worſhip and Service of God, tho' Man- 
d had univerſally erred and defiled them- 
es with many Pollutions and Abominati- 
yet Atheiſm was as deteſted a Crime 
he Heathen World, as it is in the Chriſti- 
: and ſome, we know, were thought 
Irchy of Death, for being the Maintainers 
Wo unnatural an Opinion. A Senſe of the 
| Duties between Man and Man was 

rer preſerved ; and there are not many 
es condemned in the Goſpel, which were 
infamous before in all the civiliz'd Parts 
the World. This general Law, as the 
joltle tells us, was the Ground-work of 
nſcience, the Teſtimony of the Conſcience, 
inly ſhewing the Work of the Law to be 
itten in the Heart; and this is a further 
dence, that this Law of Nature was the 
undation of that Repentance, which was 
uſherin the Goſpel ; for as the Preacher 
Repentance neceſſarily refers himſelf 
the Conſciences of Men, to point he to 
them 
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them the Guilt of their Actions; ſo muſt hi 4 
Doctrine neceſſarily relate to that La 
which is the Principle or Origin of Conſo 
ence : ſince then the Doctrine of Repentanc 
with which the Goſpel fer out in the Wort 
had reference to the Law of Reaſon and N; 
ture, againſt which Men had every When 
offended ; and fince Repentance infers th 
Neceſſity of a future Reformation, and 
Return to that Duty and Obedience, froq 
which by Tranſgreſſion we are fallen 
the Conſequence is manifeſtly this, thi 
the Goſpel was a Republication of the Law. 
Nature, and its Precepts declarative of tha 
original Religion, which was as old as thi 
Creation. 

That this muſt certainly be the Ca 
will appear, by conſidering the Nature 
the Thing in it ſelf, The Notions of Goo 
and Evil are eternally and unalterably tl 
ſame, which Notions are the Rules ant 
Meaſures of all Moral Actions, and an 
conſequently neceſſary and conſtituent Par 
of Religion: and therefore if the Religiat 
of Nature, in her primitive State, was put 
and uncorrupt, (which will not, I preſume 
be denied) tho? there was ſufficient Reaſor 
for a Republication of it, becauſe of thi 
great Ignorance and Superſtition which hat 
grown upon the World, yet there could h 
no Reaſon for any Alteration of it ; 10 


though the World was the worſe for wm 
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Religion of Nature, and might want to 
reformed by a divine Inſtructor; yet the 
gion of Nature was not the worſe for 
g abuſed, but ſtill retain'd its firſt Purity 

Simplicity. 'The Duties of Religion, 
ſidered as a Rule of Action, flow from 
Relation we bear to God, and to one a- 
her; and Religion muſt ever be the 
e, as long as theſe Relations continue 
Altered: If our firſt Parent was the Crea- 
e of God, ſo are we; and whatever 
vice and Duty he owed, in Virtue of 
s Dependance, the ſame is due from us; 
can this Relation be ever made the 
pund of different Duties in his Caſe, and 
pars ; If therefore Nature rightly inſtruct- 
him at firſt how to ſerve his Maker, 
Obligations being the ſame with his, 
Rule muſt be the fame alſo. The 
ſe is the ſame with Reſpect to the Duties 
ing from Man to Man : and it would 

as reaſonable to ſuppoſe, that the 
ee Angles of a Triangle ſhould be equal 
two right ones in one Age, and unequal 
another, as to ſuppoſe that the Duties 
Religion ſhould differ in one Age, from 
at they were in another, the Habitudes 
| Relations from which they flow conti- 
ng always the ſame. 

hat the Caſe is in Fact what I have 
reſented it to be, might be ſhewn from 
particular Laws of the Goſpel, and their 
Dependance, 
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Dependance, from the Maxims and Pri 
ples of natural Religion: But this would 
rather the Work of a Volume, than a % 
mon : I will content my ſelf therefore w 
one general Proof, which reaches to eve 
Part of the Chriſtian Doctrine, and yet 
not lead me beyond the Bounds to which 
am confined. Our Saviour, in the 57% of 
Matthew, tells us, that he came not to def 
the Law and the Prophets, but fo ſe tha 
What his meaning was, he ſufficiently | 
plain'd in the following Part of his Serm 
on the Mount; in which, laying do 
firſt the old Law, he ſhewed in er: 
Inſtance wherein the true Perfection of ü 
Vertue conſiſted which the Law requir 
The Law forbad Murder and Adulte 
our Lord declares, that not only the im. 
ral Actions, known by thoſe Names, ws 
reſtrain*d, but even the internal Corruptic 
of Heart from which they flowed ; and « 
tends the Prohibition to Hatred and to Ly 
one the Parent of Murder, the other of 
dultrey. Since then our Lord fo fully « 
clares that his Purpoſe was to perfect a 
compleat the Law and the Prophets, it 
mains to be conſidered, what Notion he h 
of the Law and of the Prophets ; In t 
xxii of St. Matthew, the Queſtion was put 
him by a Lawyer: Which is the preat Ci 
mandment in the Law? Our Saviour anſwe 
Thou ſhalt love the Lord thy God with all | 
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, Kc. This is the firſt and great Com- 
ent: and the Second is like unto it, 
pe ſbalt love thy Neighbour as thy ſelf. - Hav- 
laid down theſe two great Rules, he 
s declares his Senſe with reſpect to the 
bject of our preſent Enquiry, on theſe Com- 
dments hang all the Law and the Prophets. 
he Law and the Prophets hang on theſe 
o Commandments, then the Doctrine of 
Saviour, which is the Perfection of the 
w and the Prophets, muſt hang on them 
ewiſe : Now if you will allow that the 
ve of God, and the Love of your Neigh- 
r, are Fundamentals in the Law of Rea- 
and Nature, (as undoubtedly they are) 
muſt alſo allow, that whatever may be 
duced from them, by rational Conſequence, 
{t be a Precept of the Law of Nature: 
atever therefore hangs on theſe two 
mandments, muſt neceſſarily be a 
t of natural Religion ; and that all the 
wand the Prophets do fo hang, and con- 
uently the Doctrine of the Goſpel, which 
the Perfection of them, you have had 
Saviour's expreſs Teſtimony. Since 
n it appears (as I think) that the Religion 
the Goſpel is the true original Religion of 

aſon and Nature; > 
he Second Thing I ſhall obſerve to you 
that it has, as ſuch, a Claim to be receiv- 
independent of thoſe Miracles which were 
duplit for-its Confirmation. 


n 
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This Conſequence will be admitted by 2 
who allow the Force and Obligation 9 
natural Religion, and can be denied by non 
who know. or underſtand themſelves. Thi 
Principles of Religion are interwovll 
in the very Frame and Make of ou 
Minds; and we may as well run from of 
ſelves, as from the Senſe of the Obligation 
we are under. If the Law which is in ou 
Members ſhould get the better of the L 
of our Minds, and lead us into the forbidde 
Paths of Vice and Immorality ; tho* Obed 
ence cannot hold us, yet Guilt will never ia 
ſake us; and our own Conſciences will u 
permit us to forget the Law, however or 
corrupt Paſſions may induce us to trat 
greſs it. This Senſe will always keep 
Paſlage open to the Heart, for Inſtruction 
enter in; and there needs nothing moret 
ſhew, that Man is obliged to ſubmit totl 
Rules and Laws of Reaſon, than to ſh: 
that he is a rational Creature; ſince if Rt 
ſon be of any Uſe, 'tis for our Direction 
and to ſuppoſe a Creature to have Reak 
to direct him, and yet that he ought n 
to be directed by it, is a contradiCtion 
ſo far therefore as the Goſpel repreſents 
us the Law of Nature, it needs only toa 
peal to the Reaſon of Mankind for its 4 
thority, and may leave its Cauſe to bet 
ed in every Man's own Breaſt, before ti 
Tribunal of Conſcience : And how far this 
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Caſe of the Goſpel, has been already 
wn at large. 
WBut ſome one perhaps may have a 
nd to ask, why he may not teach the 
athen the Religion of the Goſpel, as well 
Whis own Name, as in the Name of Chriſt ; 
e being the very Religion of Reaſon, it 
ats no Name to ſupport it? To which 
awer: That if the Heathen are ſuch 
ters of Reaſon, as to want no Teaching, 
> Queſtion is impertinent ; and if they do 
nt Inſtrufting, there is no Compariſon 
a ween the Maſters. 
gut the Truth is, that all the Eſſentials 
rue Religion are contained in that Part 
ache Goſpel, of which ſo much has been 
<Weady ſpoken : Bur how this Religion 
n ne to ſtand in need of being renewed by 
rei ſpecial Commiſhon rom Heaven; how 
) (Wrure came to want that new Light 
naWich the Goſpel has given, and thoſe ad- 
ReWional Helps and Aſſiſtances, from the 
to luence of the Spirit of God, which the 
ca\Wipel has promiſed, is a Matter of ano- 
er Conſideration, and opens to us a new 
tioßhew, to fee the Reaſonableneſs and 
nts eceſſity of the Doctrines peculiar to Chri- 
to Mfanity, which, tho? not different, are yet 
s Aint from the Principles of Reaſon and 
je Nature, 
re Had Man continued in the Paths of his 
tho Religion, he wanted no ſecond ; the 
B Dottriae 
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Doctrine of Nature had led him to the Eno 
ment of the Glorious Hopes, to which he yg 
born, of Life and Immortality. But wil 
he fell under the Power and Dominion 
Sin, he grew both blind and impor 
had but little Knowledge left to find 
Duty, and till leſs Ability to perform | 
The Hiſtory of the Fall is preſerved i 
us in facred Writ, but let the Scriptuf 
ſilent, and let Experience only ſpell 
ook back into the paſt Ages of the Wo 
as far as the Clue of Hiſtory can gud 
you, and tell me in what Place the 28 
rity of natural Religion was preſerrdﬀ 
Obſerve the Manners of Men, and thi 
religious Services; and when you are tir 
with the ſad Proſpect of the Ignorancea 
Barbarity of ſome, the Superſtition at 
Idolatry of all, tell me once more, did t 
World want an Inſtructor or no? I! 
did, we have little Reaſon to complain t 
it had one, ſtill leſs to ſtumble at the Di 
nity of the Perſon who undertcok f 
deſperate Cauſe of Nature; or to rejet| 
Authority, becauſe he is greater than 
know how to conceive, even the only | 
gotten Son of God. 

He came into the World, not merely 
reſtore the Religion of Nature, but to ada 
it to the Stare and Condition of Man, al 
to ſappiy the Defetts, not of Relig 
luci conurued in its firſt Purity * 11 
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ion; but of Nature, which was fallen 
Sm the original Dignity of the Creation. 
gan was born the Heir of Glory and Im- 
preality, but our Saviour found him un- 
r the Power of Sin and of Death, If 
ath came in as the Penalty of Diſobedience 
the Law of Nature, as we learn from the 
e Word of Prophecy that it did, it was 
Evil, for which natural Religion could 
rd no Remedy; for no Law provides a 
nedy againſt its own Penalties; which 
ald be ro weaken and deftroy the Ob- 
tions to Obedience, which the Penalty 
intended to enforce. And tho? the 
old every where retained ſome Notion 
other of a future State, and was fond 
heriſhing the languiſhing Hopes of Im- 
rtality ; yet theſe Hopes ſeem rather to 
the Remains of that firſt State, in which 
ture had the full Proſpect of Life before 
and which ſubſiſted when the Bleſſing: 
f was forfeited, than any juſt Aſſurance 
Inother Life after Death, to be purchaſed 
Vertue and Obedience. To repair this 
ach, and to ſettle Religion once more, 
n the ſure foundation of the Hopes 
Fears of Eternity, our Bleſſed Lord 
ght Life and Immortality to light again by 
WGoſpel ; and publiſhed to the World, the 
Doctrine of a Reſurrection from the 
ve; of the Truth of which Doctrine, 
had the firſt Inftance, and the fulleſt 
* Confirma- 
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Confirmation, in his own victorious Trium 
over the Powers of Death and ef Darkn 
Hence it is that we are ſaid to be begot 
again thro? Chrift Jeſus unto a lively Ho 
or unto the Hope of Life: Hence alfo 
are told, that God hath now appointed 4 
in. which he will jadge the World by th: \l 
Chriſt Jeſus. Hence it is, that theſe two 
rather this one Article relating to a Re 
rection and a Judgment to come, was i 
main Thing which the Apoſtles had in Cul 
miſſion to publiſh to the World; inſoni 
that when a new Apoſtle was to be chi 
in the Room of Judas, it was required 
a neceſſary Article, that he ſhould be 
fied to be a competent Witneſs of the 
ſurrection of Chrilt, in which the Avi 
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ty of this great Article was founded. 

But to what Purpoſe was it to rc 
Religion from the Corruptions of Tenor 
and Superſtition ; to what End was this 
zer Hope brought in; ſince our firſt Par 
who wanted rot this Hope, nor. this Kt 
ledge, yet wretchedly fell from both by I. 
greſſion, what Security can we their $ 
{till worſe than they, promiſe our ſelves | 
theſe Advantages !*Tis we that are n 
and degenerate; 'tis we that molt 
want to be reſtored : This original Cor 
tion made it neceſſary, in Order to fave 
World, not only to reſtore Religion, 
Nature her ſelf. Hence it is that our 
mil 
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ion into the Goſpel is attended with a new 
Mirth unto Righteouſneſs ; hence it is that we 
put under the Conduct and Direction of 
e Holy Spirit, who is our Fellow- labour- 
in the Goſpel, and in all Times, and in 
Places, ready to comfort and ſupport 
e Faithful: If to ſtrengthen our Conki- 
nce in him, we are told, that he is in all 
ſpects equal to the extenſive Charge; that 
ing the Eternal Spirit of God, he can in 
Places, and in all Times, diſcharge the 
nice; this Knowledge, which was communi- 
ted to make our Faith and Hope conſiſt- 
t, and to ſet both upon a reaſonable 
undation, ought to be no Objection againſt 
her. And ſince theſe Articles“ of our 
ed, being beyond the Diſcovery of hu- 
Hane Reaſon, axe placed upon the ſurer Foun- 
ta of the Demonſtration of the Spirit, 
mighty Signs and Wonders, they ought 
be no Stumbling-Block; for Reaſon 
ay teach us to embrace the Remedy, 
hich ſhe could not provide. 
'Tis true, the Goſpel has taught us Things, 
lich by Nature we could not know; but 
ey are all deſigned to confirm and ſtrength- 
our Hope in God; 'tis true alſo, that 
ere are ſome Inſtitutions in the Goſpel, 
i ich in their own Nat ure are no canſtity- 
t Parts of Religion, but they are ſuch 
ly as are neceſſary 10 enable us to do 
r Duty, by conveying to us new Sup- 
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plies of ſpiritual Strength. Theſe are t\ 
Additions which the Goſpel has made to, 
tural Religion, forgive it this Injury. 0 
Bleſſed Saviour ſaw that the Hopes of N 
ture were loſt, therefore he brought to lig 
again Life and Immortality : He ſaw t 
we were corrupted, not able to reſiſt F; 2 
and therefore he ſupplied the Defe& by i * 
Aſſiſtance of his holy Spirit; pardon | 
Care, and do not think the worſe of hi: © 
or his Religion, for the great Proviſion | 7 
has made in it for your Security. | 
Theſe Conſiderations may perhaps ſugs: 2 
to your Thoughts what probable Gros 
there is to hope for Succeſs in our Ende 
vours, to ſpread the Goſpel of Chriſt 7 
the dark Corners of the World; and ub 
is the true Method of propoſing it 
the uninſtructed Part of Mankind.) 
as I chuſe to decline this Subject, and 
leave it to the properer Hands on ub 
"ris placed, I ſhall ſhut up all with 
Petition: That God would haſten! 
Completion of the Prophecies relating ! 2 
the Kingdom of Chriſt ; that hen 
give him the Heathen for his Inheritanc ? 
and the utmoſt Parts of the Earth for | k 
 PoſſcMon, that he may be his Salvyatic 4 
to all People. /® 9 | 
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